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CENTER ON PHILANTHROPY AND CIVIL SOCIETY 
ANNOUNCES THE  

2010 SENIOR INTERNATIONAL FELLOWS PROGRAM (SIFP) 
 
 
The Center on Philanthropy and Civil Society at the CUNY Graduate Center is pleased to announce that it 
will soon welcome four new Senior International Fellows. The SIFP, a one-month professional 
development program for Third Sector decision makers from around the world, complements the 
traditional Emerging Leaders component of the Center’s International Fellows Programs.  
 
This year’s Senior Fellows will focus on exploring global applicability and adaptability of community 
foundations. Fellows will also examine the potentials for collaboration, leadership and rural-urban 
migration as they are reflected in their regional contexts.  
 
The Fellows, who will be at the Center from October 18 to November 12, 2010, are: Ms. Nurah W. 
Amat’ullah from Bronx, New York, United States /Trinidad & Tobago; Ms. Sharon Charters from 
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada; Avhapfani Patrick Muhali from Thohoyandou, South Africa; and Ms. Inna 
Yudina from Tyumen, Russia. 
 
In addition to writing position papers, Fellows will participate in seminars on US and international 
voluntary-sector activities; learn about the work of key agencies through readings and site visits; and 
meet with leading nonprofit representatives and scholars in the field.  
 
The incoming group brings to 151 the number of International Fellows participating since the program‘s 
inception in 1989.  The 2010 Senior Fellows will join an international network of researchers and 
practitioners from 54 countries who are working in the fields of philanthropy and civil society.  

 
This year’s Senior Fellows bring an impressive array of skills and experience to the program. 
 

Ms. Nurah W. Amat’ullah (Founder and Director, Muslim Women’s Institute for Research and 
Development) will explore community foundations as model for empowerment for community 
organization collectives in Bronx, New York. 



 

 

Ms. Sharon Dale Charters (Grants Manager, Hamilton Community Foundation) will seek 
lessons learned from the collaborative efforts of community foundations with place-base poverty 
reduction initiatives. 

 

Mr. Avhapfani Patrick Muhali (Deputy Chairperson, Tswera Community Foundation & Deputy 
Principal and Human Resources Manager, Professional Technical College) will examine the role 
of community foundations as vehicles of giving and mobilizers of resources for poor 
communities in rural South Africa.  
 
Ms. Inna Yudina (Program Manager, Tyumen Community Foundation) will consider leadership 
roles for community foundations in Russia. 
 

Funders of the 2010 Senior Fellows Program include: the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, Hamilton 
Community Foundation, and generous contributions from individual donors. 

~~~ 
The Center on Philanthropy and Civil Society is dedicated to strengthening philanthropy and civil 
society through education, research, and leadership training, and our alumni are working to strengthen 
cultures of philanthropy around the globe. Their efforts have led to the establishment of a variety of new 
organizations and new programs – from social funds and community foundations in Mexico, Uruguay, 
Egypt, South Africa and Turkey to network and service organizations in Poland and Russia; from 
philanthropic centers in India and Ukraine to a Masters Program in Nonprofit Management South 
Korea.  They also bring their learning and passion about civil society organizations to bear on their work 
with government and the business sector.   
 
The Center on Philanthropy and Civil Society is based at The Graduate Center of the City University of 
New York (CUNY), which is devoted primarily to doctoral study and awards most of CUNY's doctoral 
degrees.  Founded in 1961, the Graduate Center is a nationally unique consortium of over 1800 faculty 
members, a core faculty of approximately 150 Graduate Center appointments is supplemented by over 
1650 additional faculty members drawn from throughout CUNY's eleven senior colleges and New York 
City's leading cultural and scientific institutions. With four thousand doctoral students, they pursue a 
shared enterprise of expanding the boundaries of knowledge in over thirty doctoral programs and seven 
master's programs in the humanities, social sciences, and sciences. A wide range of rankings regularly 
place Graduate Center doctoral programs among the best in the country.  Augmenting this enterprise 
are about thirty research centers and institutes focused on areas of compelling social, civic, cultural, 
and scientific concerns. Also affiliated with the institution are four University Center programs: the 
CUNY Baccalaureate Program through which undergraduates can earn bachelor's degrees by taking 
courses at any of the CUNY colleges; the CUNY School of Professional Studies and the associated 
Joseph S. Murphy Institute for Worker Education and Labor Studies; the recently established CUNY 
Graduate School of Journalism, which offers a master's degree in journalism; and Macaulay's Honor 
College.  In addition, the Graduate Center extends its intellectual and cultural resources to the general 
public, offering access to a wide range of events, including lectures, symposia, performances, and 
workshops.  
 
We invite you to visit the Center on Philanthropy and Civil Society’s website at www.philanthropy.org. 
Further information on The Graduate Center and its programs is available at www.gc.cuny.edu. 
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